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SUMMER FIRES HAD LITTLE IMPACT ON NUMBERS 
OF NONRESIDENT VISITOR GROUPS TO MONTANA
MISSOULA —
The hot and smoky 2000 wildfire season had little impact on August visitation to 
Montana, according to preliminary estimates by the Institute for Tourism and Recreation 
Research at The University of Montana.
ITRR stats show that August 2000 nonresident visitation to the state was on par with 
August 1999, with about 638,000 nonresident groups trekking to Big Sky country in each of 
those months.
Actual visitation for August 2000 was down only 1 percent from ITRR projections. The 
projection for normal August visitation -  one without widespread fires -  is based on the 
average percentage increase experienced for the previous seven months.
July 2000 also saw no increase in visitation from a year ago, but since most fires didn’t 
start until July 23, it is natural to assume that this lack of growth is not attributable to the fire 
situation.
The percentage changes in visitation by month of the year 2000 over 1999 are: January, 
+ 3 percent; February, + 4  percent; March, + 5  percent; April, no change; May, + 2  percent; 
June, + 2  percent; July, no change; and August, no change.
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These are preliminary estimates. Complete data for June, July and August have not yet 
been released. In addition, ITRR has only approximate information regarding the influence fire 
personnel may have on these estimates. More recent updates will be released when data 
becomes available.
For more information or to comment, contact Thale Dillon at (406) 243-5107.
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